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.©scow’s A 


emoirs of Alleged CIA Spying 


By J. Y. Smith 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

One John Smith, who says 
he worked for the State De- 
partment before defecting to 
the Soviet Union, began .pub- 

I lishlng his memoirs iri Mos- 
cow yesterday. They are en- 
titled, “I Wap an Agent for the 
. CIA.” ' ' . 

U.S. officials at home and 
abroad were reluctant at first 
to acknowledge ' that they’d 
i ever heard of John Smith, or 
, .at least of the John Smith 
'whose life sto'ry began appear; 
ing in the weekly Literatur- 
naya Gazeta. 

A spokesman for the' Ameri- 
can embassy in Moscow was 
quoted by United Press Inter- 
. national as, saying that “the 
only John Smith I know of 
. was subverted by Pocahontas.” 

■ The CIA, of course, had no 
comment. Neither, for the rec- 
ord, did the FBI. It was under- 
stood, however, that neither 
1 the spooks nor the sleuths had 
' ever "had” Smith, or at least 
this Smith, and that both wore 
: glad of it. 

By the end of the day, the 
State Department acknowl- 
' edged that it had once em- 
< ployed a John Discoe Smith. 
/A Department spokesman said 
' that John Discoe Smith had 
.signed on Oct. 20, 1050, as a 
communications' clerk at an! 
1 annual salary of $2850 and 
that he’ had resigned for “per- 
sonal reasons” on Dec. 20, 1959, 

. When he was making $5585. ■ 
The ■ spokesman added that 
.•♦‘there is no information here 
that John Discoe Smith or an- 
other John Smith is in the 
’ Soviet Union, is' a Soviet .citi- 


zen or is a defector from the 
United States. ... I have no 
reason to believe. that he was 
ever employed by the CIA." 

The mother of, John Discoe 
Smith, contacted by the Asso- 
ciated Press in Braintree, 
Mass., said: “That’s not my 
boy. He works for the govern- 
ment, but I can’t say more." 

She said she gets “letters 
from him all -the time" and 
had received one, mailed in 
Rome,, “within a week,” She 
said her son is married and 
that his wife 1 and family are 
in the United States. 

It 1 appears, however, that 
John Discoe Smith, the one- 
time communication clerk, 
and John Smith, the Moscow 
memoirist, had much in com- 
mon. 

In Litcraturnaya Gazeta, 
Smith said he had been born, 
in Quincy, Mass., gone to 
school at Thayer Academy in> 
nearby Braintree, Mass.,, 
worked in the Four Rivers 
shipyards in Braintree during 
World War II and then, went 
into the Navy. 

After the war, he continued, 
he attended "Washington Uni- 
versity," joined the State De- 
partment in 1950' and . then 
went to India. It was there, he 
said, that he joined the CIA, 
beliving that it "existed to 
take care of American citi- 
zens." His wife, identified in 
news accounts from Moscow 
as “Mary London Smith,” was, 
said to have assisted him ip' 
his spy work. 

“Now I am a citizen of this 
great and human country. T 
live and, work in Moscow.” y 

Part of this tale was 1 cor/ 
roborated by the- State,,; De* 
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partment and . by George 
Washington University. Offi- 
cials at tlie school, reacting 
to radio accounts of Smith's 
story, checked their files and 
found that a John D. Smith 
from Quincy, Mass., had en- 
rolled in the fall of 1948 and 
dropped out for “scholastic . 
reasdns” in Juno, 1950. 

The State Department said 
its John Discoe Smith had 
been born in Quincy, Mass., 
on March 31, 1926, that he 
had, married a secretary in 
the Foreign Service named : 
Mary Frances London in 195$ : 
and that his posts aboard in- ! 
eluded. Pretoria, New Delhi' 1 
and Vienna. • 

But that still left open the i 
question of . whether John i 
Smith .had ever worked for : 
the CIA. V ; . ' -■ • 
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